
M MONTARA WATER AND SANITARY 
DISTRICT AGENDA 

For Meeting of: March 21, 2019 

 
TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

FROM: Clemens Heldmaier, General Manager 
 

SUBJECT: Review and Possible Action Concerning 
Generator Purchase for Alta Vista Site 

 

During the last power outage on 2/14/19 the District’s largest and 
most important Emergency Backup Generator failed. This 
generator powers the Alta Vista Well and the Alta Vista 
Treatment Plant. It also serves as the critical communication hub 
for Alta Vista Tanks 1 and 2 during line power failures. 

 
The failed generator was purchased by Citizens Utility in 2003, as 
used rental equipment that was manufactured in 1999. Since the 
failure, a rental unit has been put in place. The rental unit cost is 
$3,000 a month. 
 
The failure involved the voltage regulator, the 300 AMP breaker and the 
windings resulting in two of the three legs going out completely.  This, 
combined with the almost fully deteriorated housing and the age of the 
unit, makes repair not feasible. 
 
Attached are three quotes for a replacement unit. Staff recommends 
acceptance of the Herc bid, with particular regard to that company’s 
price and shortest delivery time, which is critical for the District’s ability 
to respond to emergency power demands. 
  
RECOMMENDATION:  
Move to waive formal advertisement for bids for purchase of an 
emergency power generator from HercRentals based on the finding that 
its quote provides the shortest delivery time which is a critical a factor in 
responding to emergency power demands and to authorize the General 
Manager to execute a purchase order in form approved by District 
Counsel for the purchase. 
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