
 

To sensitively manage the natural resources entrusted to our care, to provide the people of Montara - Moss Beach with reliable, high 
– quality water, wastewater, and trash disposal at an equitable price, and to ensure the fiscal and environmental vitality of the district 
for future generations. Be open to providing other services desired by our community. 

AGENDA 
District Board of Directors 

8888 Cabrillo Highway  
Montara, California 94037 

 

December 21, 2023 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The meeting will take place in the District offices located at the above address. Seating is 
limited and social distancing will be practiced due to ongoing public health and safety 
concerns. Simultaneous public access and participation is also available remotely, via 
telephone or the ZOOM application: 
 

ZOOM MEETING INFORMATION: 
 

WEBSITE:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83022646899?pwd=TzN5UTdHV1hxcG5NczJOYU0zTlVCdz09 

 

 
MEETING ID:  830 2264 6899 

 
Password:  033837 

 

CALL IN PHONE NUMBER:  +1 669 900 9128 

 
INSTRUCTIONS for remote access are available at  https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-
us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-Meeting. You also may view video during the meeting via live stream 
or after the meeting at 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-Meeting
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-Joining-a-Meeting


https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/wuZKb9gwEY7sMACIIsr7VSJglB35kNZA/stream/159?fullscreen
=true&showtabssearch=false&autostart=false. If you experience technical difficulties or have technical 
questions prior to or during the meeting, please contact MWSD’s IT support at (650) 728-7843.   
 
Note: Public participation is not permitted during closed session discussion items.  
 
Public Comment 
In accordance with the Government Code, members of the public may address the Board on specific 
agenda items when the matter is announced by the Board President. Any other item of interest that is 
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the District may be addressed during the Oral Comments 
portion of the meeting.  For participants attending the meeting virtually, a “raise hand” button is 
available for every Zoom user wishing to speak and should be used to alert the President of the intent 
to comment.  
 
Upon request, this Agenda and written agenda materials will be made available in appropriate 
alternative formats to persons with a disability. Request for a disability-related modification or 
accommodation in order to participate in the public meeting should be emailed to info@mwsd.net or 
submitted by phone at 650-728-3545 at least two days before the meeting. Requests will be granted 
whenever possible and resolved in favor of accessibility. Materials related to an item on this Agenda 
submitted to the Board after distribution of the Agenda Packet are available in the District Clerk’s 
office during normal business hours. Such documents may also be available on the District’s web site 
(www.mwsd.montara.org) subject to staff’s ability to post the documents before the meeting.  
 
 

CALL TO ORDER  

ROLL CALL 
PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT 
ORAL COMMENTS (Items other than those on the agenda) 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 
1. Review and Possible Action Concerning Establishment of Prop 218 Limits for Solid 

Waste Disposal Fee Increase. 
 

2. Review and Possible Action Concerning Adoption of a Revised Master Fee 
Schedule to amend Solid Waste Disposal Fees. 

  

CONSENT AGENDA 
OLD BUSINESS 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Receipt of Association of California Water Agencies Joint Powers Authority 
President’s Special Recognition Award. 
 

REPORTS 

1. Sewer Authority Mid-Coastside Meetings (Slater-Carter). 

https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/wuZKb9gwEY7sMACIIsr7VSJglB35kNZA/stream/159?fullscreen=true&showtabssearch=false&autostart=false
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/wuZKb9gwEY7sMACIIsr7VSJglB35kNZA/stream/159?fullscreen=true&showtabssearch=false&autostart=false
mailto:info@mwsd.net
https://mwsd.montara.org/assets/docs/board/collateral/283/PH_1.pdf
https://mwsd.montara.org/assets/docs/board/collateral/283/PH_1.pdf
https://mwsd.montara.org/assets/docs/board/collateral/283/PH_2.pdf
https://mwsd.montara.org/assets/docs/board/collateral/283/PH_2.pdf
https://mwsd.montara.org/assets/docs/board/collateral/283/NB_1.pdf
https://mwsd.montara.org/assets/docs/board/collateral/283/NB_1.pdf


2. Mid-Coast Community Council Meeting (Slater-Carter). 
3. CSDA Report (Slater-Carter). 
4. LAFCo Report (Slater-Carter). 
5. Attorney’s Report (Fitzgerald). 
6. Directors’ Reports. 
7. General Manager’s Report (Heldmaier). 

FUTURE AGENDAS 

  

CONVENE IN CLOSED SESSION 

 
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING 
LITIGATION (Government Code §54956.9(d)(1)) 

 

Case Name: City of Half Moon Bay v. Granada Community Services District, et al. (Santa Clara 
County Superior Court No. 17CV316927) 

 

REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION, IF ANY  

ADJOURNMENT 

The District has a curfew of 10:30 p.m. for all meetings. The meeting 

may be extended for one hour by vote of the Board. 



M   MONTARA WATER AND SANITARY  
DISTRICT AGENDA 

 For Meeting Of:  December 21, 2023 

TO:    BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  FROM:   Clemens Heldmaier, General Manager 

SUBJECT: Review and Possible Action Concerning 
Establishment of Prop 218 Limits for Solid Waste 
Disposal Fee Increase. 

The franchise agreement with Recology of the Coast requires the District to 
annually assess the solid waste disposal rates by January 1 in accordance with an 
agreed upon formula. For rate year 2024, Recology calculated an increase of 
7.87%, however, due to the most recent agreement, a 6% cap was placed on the 
overall rate, with the remaining 1.87% transferring to rate year 2025. The monthly 
rate for 32 gallon waste container would increase from currently $38.25 to $40.55. 

Notices were mailed in October 2023 to all 1902 property owners and customers 
in Montara and Moss Beach notifying them about the planned rate increase for 
January 1, 2024. At the preparation of this agenda item no (0) written protests have 
been received.  However, a full final count will be made at the public hearing since 
more may be received by that time. 

The purpose of this meeting is to formally count the number of written protests 
received.  If written protests are submitted against the proposed fees or against a 
particular fee by the owners of a majority of the parcels, the fees or fee will not 
become effective. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Open the public hearing, allow relevant testimony, close the public hearing and 
count all allowable Prop 218 protests received.  Determine whether or not the 
proposed rate limits should be approved in accordance with Prop 218. Adopt 
ORDINANCE NO.____, ORDINANCE OF THE MONTARA WATER AND 
SANITARY DISTRICT ESTABLISHING MAXIMUM RATES FOR THE 
COLLECTION, REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF REFUSE AND FOR RECYCLING 
SERVICES EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2024. 

Attachments 



1 
MWSDOrd___Prop218SolidWsteMaxRatesEff010124 

O R D I N A N C E N O . _ _ _ _

ORDINANCE OF THE MONTARA WATER AND SANITARY DISTRICT 
ESTABLISHING MAXIMUM RATES FOR THE COLLECTION, REMOVAL AND 

DISPOSAL OF REFUSE AND FOR RECYCLING SERVICES EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY 1, 2024 

THE BOARD OF THE MONTARA WATER AND SANITARY DISTRICT, A 

PUBLIC AGENCY IN THE COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA, DOES ORDAIN 

AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Findings. The Board of the Montara Water and Sanitary District 

hereby finds and declares that: 

a. Pursuant to the provisions of Section 6 of Article XIII D of the California 

Constitution, this Board adopted Ordinance No. 204, which established maximum rates 

to be charged by Recology of the Coast (“Recology”), the District's franchisee for the 

collection, removal and disposal of refuse and for recycling services (“Solid Waste 

Services”) for properties within the District commencing January 1, 2024. 

b. The franchise provides for annual revisions to the schedule of fees and 

charges for the Solid Waste Services. 

c. The schedule of maximum fees and charges hereinafter approved and 

adopted implement the intention of the parties to the franchise to provide compensation 

to Recology corresponding to costs of providing such Services. 

d. The parcels upon which the proposed fees or charges for Solid Waste 

Services were identified and the amount of such fee or charge was calculated, and the 

District provided written notice by mail of the proposed fee or charge to the record 

owners of each identified parcel, the amount of the fee or charge, the basis upon which 

the amount of the fee or charge was calculated, the reason for the fee or charge, 

together with the date, time, and location of the public hearing on the proposed fees or 

charges in accordance with the provisions of Section 6 of Article XIII D of the California 

Constitution. 

e. On December 21, 2023, not less than 45 days after mailing of the aforesaid 

notice, a public hearing on the proposed fees and charges set forth herein for the Solid 

Waste Services for all occupied premises (except agricultural premises) was held by 

this Board and all persons present at the hearing and interested in the matter were 
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heard or given the opportunity to be heard on the question of enactment of said fees 

and charges. 

f. This Board considered all protests against the proposed fees or charges for 

said Solid Waste Services and written protests against said fees or charges were not 

presented by a majority of owners of the identified parcels. 

 
g. Revenues to be received from the fees and charges for the Solid Waste Services 

for all occupied premises (except agricultural premises) set forth herein do not exceed the 

funds required to provide such Services, nor do they exceed the proportional cost of the 

Services attributable to the aforesaid parcels, and the revenues from said fees and charges 

shall not be used for any other purpose than that for which the fees and charges are 

imposed. 

h.  The fees and charges enacted by this ordinance are maximums for each 

corresponding rate component listed herein. 

 Section 2. Refuse collection and recycling rates and charges. 

 a. The maximum monthly rates to be charged by the District’s franchisee for the 

collection, removal, and disposal of refuse for all occupied premises (except agricultural  

premises) and recycling services within the District commencing on January 1, 2024 and 

until thereafter revised are: 

   

                                            RESIDENTIAL   

1. Weekly collection, single container placed in front of premises, wet and dry  

garbage ("first can service") in wheeled carts:   

 a. Container limits: volume - 20 gals. (3/10 cu yd),weight 40 lbs, per mo charge $33.09  

 b. Container limits: volume - 32 gals (1/4 cu yd),   weight 60 lbs, per mo charge $40.55 

 c. Container limits: volume - 64 gals (1/2 cu yd),  weight 100 lbs, per mo charge $133.22 

   

2. Special Services (charges added to above, basic changes):   

 a. Container placed at side or rear of dwelling - per container  
 

         $10.13 

 b. Container not placed at specified collection point and return call required- $21.16 

per container   

c. Extra 30 gallon bag with collection (excludes 20 gallon cart service), per bag $10.93 

d. Special collections combined with regular service, including collections for estimate 

brush, yard clippings, boxes, etc.   
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3. Bulky goods drop-off service four times a year within Montara District limits incl. w/service 

including greenwaste and motor oil in Recology-provided bottles only   

   

4. Weekly commingled recyclable materials collection (64 gallon wheeled cart) incl. w/service 

   

5. Every other week greenwaste (yard trimmings, etc.)  collection, limited to four (4) 
30 gallon containers – customers own containers  incl. w/service 

   

6. Bulky goods curbside collection service, limited to four (4) times a year incl. w/service 

One item up to 200 lbs or 5-30 gallon bags   

   

7. Dropoff at Recycling yard in Pacifica of motor oil, latex paint, unpainted lumber, incl. w/service 

large pieces of metal, styrofoam, e-waste, large white goods, furniture, mattresses, 

large amounts of recyclable materials   

   

8. Christmas trees free of charge through January 31st of each year  incl. w/service 

a. After January 31st charge is $20 per tree for removal  $20.00 

   

          MULTIFAMILY, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL SERVICE   

1. Service to restaurants, hotels, cafes, apartment houses, stores and similar  

places of business, factories, schools and institutions, wet and dry garbage-  

container limits: volume - 30 gal. cans (1/4 cu. Yd), weight - 75 lbs   

 a. Regular collections:   
 1-64 gallon collection once per week                                    
 1-96 gallon collection once per week  

     $159.96 
     $261.76 

   

 b. Additional 64 or 96 gallon commercial carts picked up more than once a week     
will be original charge times the number of pickups 

Will vary by 
size  

2. Commercial Container Rental:   

 a. 1 cubic yard box - per mo.  $72.78 

 b. 2 cubic yard box - per mo.  $94.34 

   

3. Commercial Container Collections:   

 a. 1 cubic yard box - per collection  $61.49 

 b. 2 cubic yard box - per collection  $122.36 

   

4. Compacted Commercial Container Service:   

 a. 1 cubic yard box - per collection  $120.03  

 b. 2 cubic yard box - per collection  $242.46  

   

5. Recyclable material collection  up to five times a week        incl. w/service 
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                                          DEBRIS BOX SERVICE 
1. 7, 14, 20 and 30 yard size containers: 
a. Container rental, delivery and pickup charge                                                       
b. $67 per ton confirmed by disposal site weight slip 

  

 
       $483.41 
Tonnage based 

   

                                          SPECIAL PROVISIONS   

1.  Financial hardship rate for weekly collection for single container placed in front of  
premises, wet and dry garbage 30 gallon can (PGE CARE PROGRAM)   

a. 15% reduction 20-gallon can                                                                
$28.12                                                                                                                                     

b. 15% reduction 32-galllon can                                                          $33.36 

   

 

b. The rates and charges hereby established are maximums for the listed rate 

components. Rates and charges equal to or less than said maximums may be enacted from 

time to time by separate ordinance including, without limitation, by ordinance amending, 

supplementing or restating the District's Master Fee Schedule; provided, that the last rate or 

charge or rates or charges so enacted shall remain in full force and effect until superseded by 

a subsequent enactment, likewise equal to, or less than, said maximums, such that said rates 

and charges shall in no event revert to the schedule of rates and charges in effect prior to 

enactment of the above rates and charges or to a lower rate than the last rate enacted pursuant 

hereto. Nothing herein contained shall be deemed a limitation upon the District to enact rates 

and charges superseding the maximum rates and charges hereby established; provided that 

such superseding rates and charges shall have been enacted in accordance with all legal 

requirements pertaining thereto. 

Section 3. Effective, Operative Date. Upon adoption, this Ordinance shall be 

entered in the minutes of the Board and posted for one week in three (3) public places in 

the District, shall become effective immediately upon expiration of one week following said 

posting and shall be operative from and after January 1, 2024. 

 

 

          ________________________ 

                   President  

COUNTERSIGNED: ____________________ 

       Secretary  
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************ 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was duly and regularly passed 

and adopted by the Board of the Montara Water and Sanitary District, San Mateo 

County, California, at a regular meeting thereof held on the 21st day of December 

2023, by the following vote: 

 

AYES, and in favor thereof, Directors:  
  
             
            NOES, Directors: 
 
 
 ABSENT, Directors: 
 
 
    
         __________________ 
          Secretary  



Dear Property Owner or Customer, 

Montara Water and Sanitary District (MWSD) is proposing to adopt a 6.00% increase in garbage collection, 
recycling and disposal fees and charges for those services furnished by Recology of the Coast (Recology) 
under a franchise agreement with the District. The rates are proposed to go into effect on January 1, 2024.  
 
The 2024 proposed increase is based off of an index-based growth factor and is not cost-based.   
 
What Do the Solid Waste Fees and Charges Pay for?

• On-going operating expenses to collect and dispose of all garbage and recyclable material, and to 
account for and bill customers.

• On-going expenses for equipment and supplies needed to operate.
• Capital expenditures to repair, replace, and upgrade garbage collection trucks and other equipment.
•  Tipping fees (also called dump fees) at Ox Mountain Landfill in Half Moon Bay to dispose of all  

non-recycled waste. 
•  Transport to South Bayside Waste Management Authority (SBWMA) in San Carlos for food waste and 

green material composting.

Montara Water & Sanitary District
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED  
INCREASES TO GARBAGE COLLECTION,  
RECYCLING AND DISPOSAL FEES AND CHARGES

This Notice provides information 
about proposed increases in  
garbage collection, recycling and 
disposal fees and charges for those 
services provided by Recology of 
the Coast to MWSD customers.

PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS 
Tel: (650) 728-3545  •  Email:  mwsd@coastside.net  •  Write: P.O. Box 370131 Montara, CA 94037-0131

HEARING DATE:  Thursday, December 21, 2023
HEARING TIME:  7:30 p.m.
LOCATION:  Montara Water and Sanitary District  
 8888 Cabrillo Highway
 Montara, CA 94037  
 (Adjacent to the Point Montara Lighthouse & Hostel)

Hearing may be viewed via Zoom teleconference, details at MWSD.MONTARA.ORG

How Can Customers Reduce Garbage Collection Fees and Charges?
By switching from a 32-gallon garbage collection receptacle to a 20-gallon receptacle, your new monthly collection fee 
charge would be $33.09 instead of $40.55. Currently in the MWSD service area, only a small percentage of customers use 
20-gallon cans. 

Take Advantage of Free Bulky Goods Collection. Four times a year, Recology will pick up one item up to 200 pounds or five 
30-gallon bags for no additional charge. 

Increase Recycling + Reduce Garbage + Switch to a 20-Gallon Can = Save Money  

Pursuant to Government Code §53759, any judicial action or proceeding to attack, review, set aside, void, validate, or 
annul the District Board’s adoption of the proposed water or sewer rates must be commenced within 120 days of the 
effective date or of the date of the final passage, adoption, or approval of the ordinance or resolution adopting the rates.



Proposed Garbage Collection, Recycling and Disposal Fees
The District is proposing an increase to garbage collection, recycling and disposal fees to cover costs of service and equipment replacement by Recology of the Coast beginning Jan. 1, 2024, as described on these pages.

Note: Although the rates are proposed to cover a one-year period, they  
will remain in effect after that year unless and until new rates are approved.

Please take advantage 
of the many services 
included with your  
garbage fees.

To Estimate Your 
Monthly Bill Add Up  
the Services You Use. 

Most residential  
customers only use 
weekly collection  
for a 32-gallon can,  
which would be  
$40.55 per month 
starting January 1, 2024. 

How to Protest the  
Proposed Rate Increases
Property owners or customers 
may file written protests 
against the proposed rate 
increases. Pursuant to 
California law, protests must 
be submitted in writing and 
must a) identify the affected 
property or properties, such as 
by address, Assessor’s Parcel 
Number, or customer account 
number; b) include the name 
and signature of the customer 
or property owner submitting 
the protest; and c) indicate 
opposition to the proposed 
garbage collection, recycling, 
and disposal fees and charges. 
Protests submitted by e-mail, 
facsimile, or other electronic 
means will not be accepted. 
The proposed rates will not 
be adopted if written protests 
are received from the owners 
or customers representing a 
majority of affected parcels. 
Only one protest accepted per 
parcel.

Written protests may be mailed 
to: District Clerk, Montara Water 
and Sanitary District, P.O. Box 
370131, Montara, CA 94037-
0131. Written protests may also 
be delivered to the District’s 
headquarters at 8888 Cabrillo 
Highway. All written protests 
must be submitted prior to the 
close of the Public Hearing on 
December 21, 2023.

RESIDENTIAL 2023 2024

1.  Basic, weekly collection of a single container 
placed in front of premises, wet and dry  
garbage (“first can service”) in wheeled carts:

 One 20-gallon can collected once per week $31.22 $33.09 
 One 32-gallon can collected once per week $38.25 $40.55 
 One 64-gallon can collected once per week $125.68 $133.22 

2.  Special Services (charges added to above,  
basic charges)

 Container placed at side or rear of dwelling -  
per container $9.56 $10.13 

 Container not placed at specified collection point 
and return call required – per container $19.96 $21.16 

 Extra 30-gallon bag with collection (excludes 
20-gallon cart service) – per bag $10.31 $10.93 

 Special collections combined with regular service, 
including collections for brush, yard clippings, 
boxes, etc.

Estimate Estimate

3.  Bulky goods dropoff service four times a  
year within Montara District limits, including 
greenwaste and motor oil in Recology provided 
bottles only

Included 
w/service

Included 
w/service

4.  Weekly commingled recyclable materials 
 collection (64-gallon wheeled cart)

Included 
w/service

Included 
w/service

5.  Weekly food waste and green material 
collection, limited to one 96 gallon  
container provided by Recology

Included 
w/service

Included 
w/service

6.  Bulky goods curbside collection service, limited 
to four (4) times a year One item up to 200 lbs or 
five, 30-gallon bags

Included 
w/service

Included 
w/service

7. Drop-off at Recycling Yard in Pacifica of motor 
oil, latex and oil paint, unpainted lumber, large 
pieces of metal, styrofoam, e-waste, large white  
goods, furniture, mattresses, large amounts  
of recyclable materials

Included 
w/service

Included 
w/service

8.  Christmas trees free of charge thru January 31st Included 
w/service

Included 
w/service

 After January 31st charge is $20 per tree for removal $20.00 $20.00

MULTI-FAMILY, COMMERCIAL AND  
INDUSTRIAL SERVICE 2023 2024

1. Service to restaurants, hotels, cafes, apartment 
houses, stores and similar places of business, 
factories, schools and institutions, wet and dry 
garbage-container limits: volume – 30-gal. cans 
(1/4 cu. Yd.), weight - 75 lbs.

 One 64-gallon can collected once per week $150.91 $159.96 
 One 96-gallon can collected once per week $246.94 $261.76 
 Additional 64- or 96-gallon commercial carts 

picked up more than once a week will be original 
charge times the number of pickups

Will Vary Will Vary

2.  Commercial Container Rental
 1 cubic yard box per month $68.66 $72.78 
 2 cubic yard box per month $89.00 $94.34 

3.  Commercial Container Collections
 1 cubic yard box per collection $58.01 $61.49 
 2 cubic yard box per collection $115.43 $122.36 

4.  Compacted Commercial Container Service
 1 cubic yard box per collection $113.24 $120.03 
 2 cubic yard box per collection $228.74 $242.46 

5.  Recycled materials collection up to five times  
a week

Included 
w/service

Included 
w/service

DEBRIS BOX SERVICE 2023 2024

1.  Containers of 7, 14, 20 and 30 yard sizes
 Container rental and delivery and pickup charge $456.05 $483.41 

 Additional $67 fee per ton confirmed by disposal site 
weight slip

Tonnage 
Based

Tonnage 
Based

SPECIAL PROVISIONS (PGE CARE PROGRAM) 2023 2024

1.  Financial hardship rate for weekly collection for single 
container placed in front of premises, wet and dry garbage 

15% reduction 20-gallon can $26.53 $28.12 

15% reduction 32-gallon can $31.47 $33.36 



P.O. Box 370131
Montara, CA 94037
Voice: 650-728-3545
Email: mwsd@coastside.net
Web: mwsd.montara.org

DIRECTORS
Scott Boyd, President
Kathryn Slater-Carter, President Pro Tem,  
  Secretary 
Peter Dekker, Treasurer
Bill Softky, Director  
Carlysle Ann (Cid) Young, Director 

GENERAL MANAGER
Clemens Heldmaier 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?
Call: (650) 728-3545 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM Mon-Fri

Email: mwsd@coastside.net

Write: PO Box 370131,  
Montara, CA 94037

Web: www.mwsd.montara.org

Attend: Public Hearing on 
Thursday, December 21, 2023 at 
7:30 PM at:

8888 Cabrillo Highway, Montara, 
CA 94037  (Adjacent to the Point 
Montara Lighthouse & Hostel)

Montara Water and Sanitary District (MWSD) works every day to deliver water, garbage and sewer 
services for the residents of Montara, Moss Beach, and adjacent areas north of El Granada. Over 6,000 
residents rely on our services for their homes and businesses. Under a franchise agreement with the 
District, garbage collection, recycling and disposal services are furnished by Recology of the Coast (Recology). 
The District is proposing to adopt a 6.00% increase in garbage collection, recycling and disposal fees and 
charges to maintain quality services in our area. 

Montara Water & Sanitary District – NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED  
INCREASES IN GARBAGE COLLECTION, RECYCLING AND DISPOSAL FEES AND CHARGES

This was mailed using a legally mandated list. If you 
receive multiple copies, or do not receive service from 
Recology and received this in error, we apologize.

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID 
XXX 

Reasons for the Rate Increases:
Rate revisions are based on a comprehensive Rate Adjustment 
Schedule included in Recology’s franchise that takes into consideration 
documented labor costs, workers compensation insurance premiums, 
vehicle-related costs, fuel costs, yard-waste processing costs, lease 
costs associated with vehicles and equipment, dump fees (also called 
tipping fees) charged at the Ox Mountain Landfill and South Bayside 
Waste Management Authority and all other costs of providing quality 
garbage, composting and recycling services. 

The 2024 proposed increase is based off of an index-based growth 
factor and is not cost-based. Rates in the Montara service area will 
remain below average in San Mateo County. The District will audit 
costs to ensure they are appropriate, and to maintain garbage service 
quality and keep customer bills low.



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Board of the Montara Water 
and Sanitary District proposes to 
adopt an ordinance revising the 
Master Fee Schedule. This docu-
ment contains most of the fees lev-
ied by the District including Solid 
Waste Disposal Fees, Sewer and 
Water Service Charges and Sew-
er and Water Connection Permit 
fees. The District proposes to up-
date Solid Waste Disposal fees. The 
Board shall consider adoption of 
this ordinance at a meeting of the 
Board as follows:

DATE:             December 21, 2023

TIME: 7:30 p.m., or as soon there-
after as the matter may be consid-
ered

PLACE:          District Board Cham-
bers
8888 Cabrillo Highway
Montara, CA 94037
(www.mwsd.montara.com)

Due to COVID-19, the public 
hearing will be held remotely, 
without a physical location. Visit 
www.mwsd.montara.org for ac-
cess information.
Published in the Half Moon Bay 
Review December 13 & 20, 2023



M   MONTARA WATER AND SANITARY      
DISTRICT AGENDA 

 

          For Meeting Of:  December 21, 2023 

 

                                   TO:               BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
                                FROM:         Clemens Heldmaier, General Manager 
  

SUBJECT:   Review and Possible Action Concerning 
Adoption of a Revised Master Fee Schedule to 
amend Solid Waste Disposal Fees. 

 
 
For the new rates to be set at the newly established maximum prop 218 limit, the 
Master Fee Schedule needs to be amended.  
 
The franchise agreement with Recology of the Coast requires the District to 
annually assess the solid waste disposal rates by January 1 in accordance with an 
agreed upon formula.  
 
For rate year 2024, our contract with Recology stipulates the utilization of an index-
based calculation as compared to a cost-based calculation, which occurs every 
third year.  
 
Index-based adjustment years provide good faith presentations of Recology’s 
expenses and applies various CPI increases to determine the rate for the calendar 
year.  
 
For rate year 2024, Recology calculated an increase of 7.87%, however, due to 
the most recent agreement, a 6% cap was placed on the overall rate, with the 
remaining 1.87% transferring to rate year 2025.  
 
The monthly rate for 32 gallon waste container increases from currently $38.25 to 
$40.55. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Open the public hearing, consider relevant public testimony, close the public 
hearing, and ADOPT ORDINANCE NO.____________. ORDINANCE OF THE 
MONTARA WATER AND SANITARY DISTRICT RESTATING AND AMENDING 
MASTER FEE SCHEDULE. 
 
 
Attachment 
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 WHEREAS, the Montara Water and Sanitary District Code (“Code”) includes 
regulations governing connections to and use of the District’s water and sewerage 
facilities, the construction, operation and maintenance thereof and for the 
establishment and collection of all fees and charges pertaining thereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Code further provides for the establishment and collection 
of monthly rates to be charged for the collection, removal, and disposal of refuse 
and for recycling services performed by the District’s franchisee under agreement 
with the District; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Code provides that such fees and charges may be set forth 
in a Master Fee Schedule; and 
 
 WHEREAS, periodically such fees and charges are reviewed and adjusted 
and/or added to conform to the costs corresponding to the services, commodities 
and facilities to which they pertain; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the fees and charges pertaining to water and sewer services and 
facilities set forth herein and for the collection, removal, and disposal of refuse for all 
occupied premises (except agricultural premises) and recycling services within the 
District do not exceed the corresponding maximum amounts heretofore approved in 
accordance with the requirements of law including, to the extent applicable, the 
provisions of Section 6 of Article XIII D of the California Constitution (enacted by 
Proposition 218, November 6, 1996 Statewide election); and  

 
WHEREAS, the fees and charges pertaining to water and sewer services and 

facilities set forth herein are hereby restated, having heretofore been established by 
ordinance duly adopted; and  

WHEREAS, the fees and charges pertaining to the collection, removal, and 
disposal of refuse for all occupied premises (except agricultural premises) and 
recycling services are hereby amended; and  

WHEREAS, notice was published twice in the Half Moon Bay Review, a 
newspaper of general circulation within the District, giving notice of a public hearing 
to take place on December 21, 2023 to consider adoption of amended fees or 
charges as set forth herein, effective January 1, 2024; and  
 

WHEREAS, all persons present at the aforesaid hearing interested in the 
adoption of the amended fees or charges herein set forth were heard or given the 
opportunity to be heard on the matter of said adoption and this Board considered all 
statements so made or documents pertaining thereto presented at the hearing, if 
any. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF THE MONTARA WATER AND 
SANITARY DISTRICT, A PUBLIC AGENCY IN THE COUNTY OF SAN MATEO, 
CALIFORNIA, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 SECTION 1.  The following provisions of the Master Fee Schedule are hereby 
restated or amended to read as follows: 
 
SEWER SERVICE CHARGE RATES  
 
The annual sewer service charge for the property occupancy classifications 
specified hereinafter is hereby established as an amount equal to the applicable rate 
hereinafter specified times the cubic feet of water consumption attributable to such 
property per annum divided by one hundred (MWSD Code §4-2.100). 
 
Classification Rate/HCF*             Minimum Charge 
 
Residential                 $28.93 $1,388.64 
    
Restaurants               $50.18 $2,408.64 
    
Motels                        $30.45        $1,461.60 
   
Offices                       $26.05                      $1,250.40 
 
General  
Commercial              $27.90                      $1,339.20 

 
Schools                      $26.47                      $1,270.56 
   
Hospitals                    $28.84                      $1,384.32 
 
Wells $28.93     $1,475.43 
   

*Hundred cubic feet 
 
Upon a new connection to the District’s sewerage system, the applicant shall pay 
the pro-rated amount of sewer service charges for the remainder of the fiscal year 
in which connection is made based upon the average annual sewer service charge 
of all users within the applicant’s user classification. 
(MWSD Code §4-2.100(f)) 
 
 SECTION 2.  The following provisions of the Master Fee Schedule are hereby 
restated to read as follows: 
 

Description of Fee*     Fee 
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Sewer Connection Permit                                  $33,986.00 
(MWSD Code §3-9.500)     
 
Fixture Unit Charge                                            $1,359.00 
(MWSD Code §3-9.500)     

  
 Sewer Connection Permit for    $22,109.00 

Conversion from Septic System to  
Sewerage System 
(MWSD Code §§3-4.800, 3-9.500) 
   
Fixture Unit Charge – Conversion from   $884.00 
Septic System to Sewerage System 
(MWSD Code §§3-4.800, 3-9.500)   
       
Connection Permit Administrative   Actual Cost 
Fee       ($622.00 minimum) 
(MWSD Code §3-9.600) 
 
Connection Permit Inspection Fee  Actual Cost 
(MWSD Code §3-9.600)    ($589.00 minimum) 
 
Remodel Permit Fee    Actual Cost 
(MWSD Code §3-9.500)    ($437.00 minimum) 
 
Minor Remodel Inspection Fee,                          $136.00 
No additional fixture units 
(MWSD Code §3-9.500) 
 
Private Sewer System Permit   Actual Cost 
(MWSD Code §3-4.200)    ($201.00 minimum) 

 
 Private Sewer System    Actual Cost 
 Hydrologic Investigation    ($3,939.00 minimum) 
 (MWSD Code §3-4.1200 (c)) 
 
 Connection Permit Administrative   Actual Cost 
 Fee - Subdivisions & Commercial   ($622.00 minimum) 
 Units  

(MWSD Code §3-9.600) 
  

Connection Permit Inspection Fee -   Actual Cost 
 Subdivisions & Commercial Units   ($589.00 minimum) 
 (MWSD Code §3-9.600,) 
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 Administrative Fee for Reimbursement  Actual Cost 
 Agreement      ($622.00 minimum) 
 (MWSD Code §3-9.500) 
  

Administrative Fee for Main Line    Actual Cost 
 Extension Agreement    ($622.00 minimum) 
 (MWSD Code §3-9.500)    
  
 Connection Fee to Connect to   Prorata share of current  
 Interceptor      value of interceptor 
 (MWSD Code §3-9.500)         
  
 Miscellaneous Inspection Fee   Actual Cost 
 (MWSD Code §3-9.500)    ($589.00 minimum) 
 
 Accessory Dwelling Unit                                     n.c. 
           contained within the existing space 

of a single-family residence or  
accessory structure – no connection fee  

  
  
 Accessory Dwelling Unit      $1,359.00 
 Additional Fixture Units:  
 (MWSD Code §3-10.200)      
  

Accessory Dwelling Unit Permit                          Actual Cost 
           Application Fee                                 ($622.00 minimum) 
 (MWSD Code §3-10.400) 
  

Developer Service Fee                                       Actual Cost  
for processing application:              ($3,374.00 minimum) 
(MWSD Code §§5-3.102, 5-3.210)     
           
Administrative Charge for Processing  $55.00 per account 
Collection of Delinquent Refuse and Water  
Charges on Tax Roll  
(MWSD Code §1-5.200) 

    
Charge to Photocopy Documents   $1.79 per page for first four 
       pages; $0.46 for each page  
       over four. 
 
Charge for Failure to Obtain Permit  Double amount of Permit  
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(MWSD Code §1-5.200)              Fee or actual collection cost, 
whichever is greater   

 
          SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
          (MWSD Code §4-2.800)  

 
Financial hardship discount rate                        $400 per annum 

           (PGE CARE PROGRAM) 

 

         
*Where minimums or deposits are specified, no District services will be  

provided when the estimated costs to complete the services exceed the minimum paid or 
when the deposit has been exhausted unless and until an amount equal to the estimated 
cost for completion has been deposited with the District. Balances remaining upon 
completion of services will be refunded. 

 
 SECTION 3.  The following provisions of the Master Fee Schedule are hereby 
restated to read as follows: 
 
(a) WATER QUANTITY AND METER SERVICE CHARGES  
    (MWSD Code §§ 5-5.102, 103) 

 

Rate Components 
 

Rate**  
 

Tier 1  
0 to 6 HCF* 

$8.91 per HCF 

Tier 2  
7 – 13 HCF 

$11.75  per HCF 

Tier 3  
14 – 27 HCF 

$14.57  per HCF 

Tier 4  
over 27 HCF 
 

$19.55 per HCF 
 

Non-Residential Meters >1inch, 
all use 

$11.75 per HCF 

Meter Service Charge-5/8” 
(standard residential size) 
 

$30.86 per month 

Meter Service Charge-3/4” 
 

$34.97 per month 

Meter Service Charge-1” 
 

$45.26 per month 

Meter Service Charge-1 ½” 
 

$78.18 per month 
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Meter Service Charge-2” 
 

$125.50 per month 

Meter Service Charge-3” 
 

$349.76 per month 

Meter Service Charge-4” 
 

$493.77 per month 

 
*HCF=Hundred Cubic Feet (1 cubic foot ≈ 7.4805 gal.; 1 HCF = 748 gal.) 

 
(b) FIRE PROTECTION WATER SYSTEM CHARGES 
 
Private Fire Protection Service Per Meter Per Month:  
(MWSD Code §5-5.106) 
 
4-inch connection or smaller:    $18.52  
6-inch connection:      $37.03 
8-inch connection:      $59.25    
10-inch connection:      $88.88 
12-inch connection:      $125.91 
  
Private Fire Protection Administrative Fee:*                 $622.00 minimum  
(MWSD Code §5-3.208) 
 
Installation of Private Fire Protection             Cost invoiced to District by 
Service from Meter to District Main:*            contractor; estimated cost  
(MWSD Code §5-5.204)                                              to be deposited  
      
Private Fire Protection Connection Charge:  
3/4” meter:                                                                    $7,132.00 
1” meter:                                                                 $11,913.00 
1½ “ meter:                                                                   $23,750.00 
2” meter:                                                                       $38,018.00 
3” meter:                                                                       $71,326.00 
4” meter:                                                                       $118,908.00 
6” meter:                                                                       $198,207.00 
8” meter:                                                                       $330,413.00 
10” meter                                            :                         $550,797.00 
(MWSD Code §5-3.208) 
 
Private Fire Protection Inspection Fee*                        $589.00 
(MWSD Code §5-3.210) 
 
(c) WATER SYSTEM CONNECTION METER CHARGES 
     (MWSD Code §§5-3.204, 5-3.205) 
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Charge determined by District’s cost of purchase corresponding to meter size. 
 
(d) WATER SYSTEM CONNECTION CAPACITY CHARGES 
     (MWSD Code §5-3.312) 
 

5/8 x 3/4 inch meter              $23,887.00  
3/4 inch meter              $26,277.00  
1 inch meter              $33,442.00  
1-1/2 inch meter              $43,001.00  
2 inch meter              $69,273.00  
3 inch meter              $262,759.00  
4 inch meter              $334,419.00  

 
Above 4 inch meter:                                                     Charge determined by 
                                                                                     General Manager based on    
                                                                                     estimated water usage    
     
 
 
 

(e) WATER SYSTEM RELIABILITY CHARGE 
     (MWSD Code §5-3.313) 
  
Water Service Accounts 
 Meter Size: 

5/8 x 3/4 inch meter              $592.18 
3/4 inch meter              $888.27  
1 inch meter              $1,480.45 
1-1/2 inch meter              $2,960.90  
2 inch meter              $4,737.44  
3 inch meter              $8,882.70  
4 inch meter              $14,804.50  

 
Accounts with Private Fire Service Only 
 Connection: 

Up to 4-inch               $296.09 
6-inch               $592.18 
8-inch               $947.49 
10-inch               $1,421.23 
12-inch                $2,013.41 
     

(f)  MISCELLANEOUS WATER SYSTEM SERVICE FEES:* 
 

      Check not honored by bank:                                   $35.00 
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      (MWSD Code §§1-5.200, 5-5.122) 
 

      Poor credit history deposit:                                      Twice estimated first                                                     
      (MWSD Code §§1-5.200, 5-3.210)              payment 
 
      Reconnection Charge due to Non-Payment:           $86.00 
      (MWSD Code §§5-3.210, 5-5.120) 
 
      Developer Service Fee against which all                $3,374.00 minimum                                                  
      District costs to process application are                  deposit 

charged  
(MWSD Code §§5-3.102, 5-3.210)                                                                                       
     

       Hydrant Meter Deposit against which                     $1,525.00     
       water use is charged:                                              deposit 
      (MWSD Code §5-4.227) 

 
      Hydrant Test Fee      $681.00 
      (MWSD Code §§5-3.208, 5-5.202)                                          
 
      Connection Administrative Fee (minimum 

deposit applied to actual hourly costs to 
      process application) 
      (MWSD Code §§5-3.202, 5-3.203) 
 

       $622.00 
        minimum deposit 
                            

       Connection Inspection Fee 
       (MWSD Code §5-3.210) 
 

                  $589.00  
 

           Connection construction cost    
deposit applied to actual cost                                                                        

                  $3,374.00 deposit 
                                       

      (MWSD Code §§5-3.202, 5-3.203) 
 
     Service Charge for Posting Door Tag                       $39.00 per customer      
     for Delinquent Account                                             per incident 
     (MWSD Code §§1-5.200, 5-3.210)                                          

    
Credit for Customer paying bill using ACH:             $3.95 per bill 

 (MWSD Code §5-3.200) 
 

Service Charge for Unauthorized Use of Fire           $180.00 per incident             
Hydrant (Total charge includes Service Charge       plus actual water usage 
plus water usage plus damages).                             & damages 
(MWSD Code §5-5.202)                                                           

             
 Service Charge for Cross Connection Control          $136.00 per tested device 
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        Device Test:                                                              
      (MWSD Code §5-6.400)     
 

(g)  SPECIAL PROVISIONS  
      (MWSD Code §5-3.217)     
 
Financial hardship discount rate                                $400 per annum; $66.66 discount 

         (PGE CARE PROGRAM)                                     applied to each bi-monthly bill        
                                                          

                                          . 
*Where minimums or deposits are specified, no District services will be  
provided when the estimated costs to complete the services exceed the minimum 
paid or when the deposit has been exhausted unless and until an amount equal to 
the estimated cost for completion has been deposited with the District. Balances 
remaining upon completion of services will be refunded.  

 

 SECTION 4.  The following provisions of the Master Fee Schedule are hereby 
amended to read as follows: 
 
The monthly rates to be charged by the District’s Franchisee for the collection, 
removal, and disposal of refuse for all occupied premises (except agricultural  
premises) and recycling services within the District commencing on January 1, 
2024 and until thereafter revised are: 
(MWSD Code §2-7.100) 

   

   

                                            RESIDENTIAL   

1. Weekly collection, single container placed in front of premises, wet and dry  

garbage ("first can service") in wheeled carts:   

 a. Container limits: volume - 20 gals. (3/10 cu yd),weight 40 lbs, per mo 
charge $33.09  
 b. Container limits: volume - 32 gals (1/4 cu yd),   weight 60 lbs, per mo 
charge $40.55 
 c. Container limits: volume - 64 gals (1/2 cu yd),  weight 100 lbs, per mo 
charge $133.22 

   

2. Special Services (charges added to above, basic changes):   

 a. Container placed at side or rear of dwelling - per container  
 

         $10.13 

 b. Container not placed at specified collection point and return call required- $21.16 

per container   

c. Extra 30 gallon bag with collection (excludes 20 gallon cart service), per bag $10.93 
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d. Special collections combined with regular service, including collections for estimate 

brush, yard clippings, boxes, etc.   

 

   

3. Bulky goods dropoff service four times a year within Montara District limits incl. w/service 
including greenwaste and motor oil in Recology-provided bottles 
only   

   

4. Weekly commingled recyclable materials collection (64 gallon wheeled 
cart) incl. w/service 

   

5. Every other week greenwaste (yard trimmings, etc.)  collection, limited to 
four (4) 30 gallon containers – customers own containers incl. w/service 

   

   

6. Bulky goods curbside collection service, limited to four (4) times a year incl. w/service 

One item up to 200 lbs or 5-30 gallon bags   

   

7. Dropoff at Recycling yard in Pacifica of motor oil, latex paint, unpainted 
lumber, incl. w/service 

large pieces of metal, styrofoam, e-waste, large white goods, furniture, mattresses, 

large amounts of recyclable materials   

   

8. Christmas trees free of charge through January 31st of each year  incl. w/service 

a. After January 31st charge is $20 per tree for removal  $20.00 

   

          MULTIFAMILY, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL SERVICE   

1. Service to restaurants, hotels, cafes, apartment houses, stores and similar  

places of business, factories, schools and institutions, wet and dry garbage-  

container limits: volume - 30 gal. cans (1/4 cu. Yd), weight - 75 lbs   

 a. Regular collections:   
 1-64 gallon collection once per week                                    
 1-96 gallon collection once per week  

     $159.96 
     $261.76 

   

 b. Additional 64 or 96 gallon commercial carts picked up more than once a 
week will be original charge times the number of pickups 

Will vary by 
size  

2. Commercial Container Rental:   

 a. 1 cubic yard box - per mo.  $72.78 

 b. 2 cubic yard box - per mo.  $94.34 
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3. Commercial Container Collections:   

 a. 1 cubic yard box - per collection  $61.49 

 b. 2 cubic yard box - per collection  $122.36 

   

4. Compacted Commercial Container Service:   

 a. 1 cubic yard box - per collection  $120.03 

 b. 2 cubic yard box - per collection  $242.46 

   

5. Recyclable material collection  up to five times a week        incl. w/service 

 
 
                                          DEBRIS BOX SERVICE 
1. 7, 14, 20 and 30 yard size containers: 
a. Container rental, delivery and pickup charge                                                       
b. $67 per ton confirmed by disposal site weight slip 

  

   

  

 

       $483.41 
Tonnage 
based 

   

                                          SPECIAL PROVISIONS   

1.  Financial hardship rate for weekly collection for single container placed in front of  
premises, wet and dry garbage 30 gallon can (PGE CARE PROGRAM)   

a. 15% reduction 20-gallon can                                                        
b. 15% reduction 32-galllon can                                                      

  
$28.12    

 
$33.36                                                                                                                                 

 
SECTION 5. All ordinances or portions thereof in conflict herewith shall be, and 

hereby are, repealed to the extent of such conflict. 
 
SECTION 6.  Upon adoption, this ordinance shall be entered in the minutes of the 

Board and posted in three (3) places in the District and shall become effective immediately 
upon the expiration of one week following said posting.  

 
 
 

  
 _____________________________________ 

President, Montara Water and Sanitary District 
 
COUNTERSIGNED: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Secretary, Montara Water and Sanitary District 
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* * * 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing Ordinance No. ___ was duly and regularly adopted 
and passed by the Board of the Montara Water and Sanitary District, San Mateo County, 
California, at a Regular meeting thereof held on the 21st day of December 2023 by the 
following vote: 

 
AYES, Directors:        
 
 
NOES, Directors:            
 
 
ABSENT, Directors:       

 
_____________________________________ 
Secretary, Montara Water and Sanitary District 



M   MONTARA WATER AND SANITARY   
DISTRICT AGENDA 

 For Meeting Of:  December 21, 2023

TO:    BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  FROM:         Clemens Heldmaier, General Manager 

SUBJECT: Receipt of Association of California Water 
Agencies Joint Powers Authority President’s 
Special Recognition Award. 

The District received its eighth’s Special Recognition Award from ACWA JPIA. 
On January 1, 2013 the District changed Workers Compensation 
Insurance Providers to the Association of California Water Agencies Joint 
Power Insurance Authority (ACWA/JPIA). At the time the District’s Workers 
Comp Rate was due to claims made in prior years. Since then, District staff 
has worked closely with ACWA/JPIA staff to prevent further losses.  

RECOMMENDATION:  

This is for Board information only. 

Attachments 
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